
Item 13, Appendix 1:  Insights on transport network use 

The content in this Appendix is extracted from the Economic-Transport Insights Report 
published produced by the Combined Authority Research and Intelligence team. The 
full report is available online together with a link to a regularly updated dashboard with 
the latest available data, available here: 

https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiNTA5ZjIzZWQtNDdiOS00ZGNiLTllNmQtNW
ZmZmQ0ZDBkMjRiIiwidCI6IjM0ZTkzYmZjLWVlNjYtNDM0NS1hNGZlLTgwNWI2N2
U0ODBjMCIsImMiOjh9 . 

 

National road usage has recovered, bus and rail lagging 

Nationally, motor vehicle use remains around pre-pandemic levels with weekend 
usage exceeding baseline conditions.  Bus use outside London has risen to around 
85% over recent weekdays, with weekend usage spikes.  Rail use has fluctuated 
over recent weeks, and was over 80% in the most recent weekdays with available 
data, although the most recent weeks are subject to revision as is normal for this 
source.

 
Source: https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/transport-use-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-
pandemic  

 

Rail footfall shows a gradual recovery 

By the week commencing the 19th September 2022, average weekday footfall 
(excluding the bank holiday) at Leeds rail station was 76% of baseline pre-pandemic 
levels, a new post-restrictions record. In contrast, average weekend station footfall 
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has been regularly exceeding baseline levels over the past year.

 
Source: Leeds Rail Station Footfall - Network Rail 

Bus passenger volumes were higher in August 2022 than August 2021 and are 
showing a seasonal increase at the start of September 

The temporal trend in bus use (via ticket machines) relative to pre-pandemic is 
shown in the chart below.  Ticket machine data from First and Transdev reveals that 
patronage in August 2022 was higher than in August 2021 for each cohort.  There 
was then a seasonal sharp increase in use by under 19s and smaller increases in 
use by Under 26 / Students and by Adults.  The increases are similar in size to those 
seen at the start of September 2021.  It is too soon to gain any insight into whether 
the new fare caps have impacted use by adults.

 
Source: Baseline period is w/c Mon 02 Mar. Source: Bus operators electronic ticket machine data, 
passenger boarding locations in West Yorkshire.  First, Arriva, Yorkshire Tiger and Transdev account 
for over 90% of bus services in West Yorkshire.  Graph shows First, Transdev and Yorkshire Tiger 
data.. Data is for weekdays excluding bank holidays, with ticket types assigned to broad cohorts. 

 

  



Leeds centre night time footfall maintained pre-pandemic levels from April to 
July 2022 

Leeds city centre total night-time footfall reached pre-pandemic levels (2019) in April 
2022 and maintained an increase until August, which saw a relative decline.   

 
Source: Leeds City Council 

 


